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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, V A 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. 1.56, 37 C.F.R. 1.97, and 37 C.F.R. 
1.98, Applicant requests that a citation and examination of the references cited below, and on 
the attached PTO-1449 form, be made during the course of examination of the above- 
identified application for United States patent. Pursuant to the Official Gazette Notice dated 
August 5, 2003, copies of the cited U.S. patents and patent applications are not included as 
this application was filed after June 30, 2003. However, copies of all other cited references 
are included with this form. 

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 

Document No. Date Inventor 
4,776,068 Oct. 1 1, 1988 Smirlock et al. 

4,884,323 Dec. 5, 1989 Provost et al. 

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 

Document No. Date Country 

62-64305 Mar. 23, 1987 JP 

2-42514 Mar. 23, 1990 JP 

6-103 Jan. 11,1994 JP 
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7-124004 May 16, 1995 JP 

2000-70010 Mar. 7,2000 JP 

0985361 Al Mar. 15,2000 EP 

2003-153706 May 27, 2003 JP 

The Japanese patent documents are not in the English language. English language 
abstracts are enclosed for all of the JP references. US '068, US '323, JP ' 103 and JP '706 are 
discussed in the specification of the present application. The other references were cited in 
the International Search Report of the International PCT Application. A copy of the Search 
Report is enclosed. 

Applicants do not believe any fee is due in connection with this Information 
Disclosure Statement. However, to the extent that any additional fees are due and owing, the 
Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge Everest Intellectual Property Law Group's 
deposit account, number 50-3 1 89. 

Applicants look forward to early and favorable consideration of this matter. 
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Everest Intellectual Property Law Group 
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